Co creators with God

A sermon preached by Brian Mountford 19 July 2009

The reading from Romans is about a Jews and Gentiles issue – one of the big issues in the very early church. I.e., is Christianity just for Jewish converts or a wider group. Can you imagine General Synod debating this one ad infinitum? The church would never have got off the launch pad. I understand that Synod members were sorry not to have women bishops on the agenda, a couple of weeks ago, because talking about mission was so boring.

It’s interesting how a piece of writing, in a letter, about a specific issue has turned into a text now universalised in Christianity, speaking of unity based on the prophets, the apostles and Christ. 

‘He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two’ (ie Jews and gentiles)

I want to go off at a tangent from that sentence and take the theme of God as creator - that he might create in himself one new humanity. Naturally we think of God the Father as creator – as we shall say in the creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. Then we think of Christ as co-agent of creation - John 1 ‘In the beginning was the Word … and without him was not anything made that was made’. It sounds like it all happened a long time ago and was a one off event.

But the process of creation goes on. In Revelation 21.5: the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’

But then, I suggest, the creative process is taken up by humanity. We are co-creators with God working to improve the human condition. Things can get better; we can improve things. We don’t just have to accept nature as God given; a fixed order, a fixed world, a fixed word of God. Out of obedience to the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses have refused to receive blood transfusions because of the Levitical text; you must not eat the blood of any sort of flesh. 

That is the clash between fundamentalism and evolution. Fundamentalism wants a creation that is game set and match to God. How could finches evolve differently? God decides what creatures are created and he makes them? Furthermore, so the argument goes, he made natural processes that we shouldn’t interfere with. For example, if a couple can’t conceive in the natural way, some would say, you shouldn’t use IVF. If someone is suffering horribly in face of certain but prolonged death, you shouldn’t put them out of their misery. God has ordered these things. But maybe God intended the NHS. Maybe God wants us to be co-creators with him in finding solutions to medical problems or the world food problem. Maybe God likes Progress.

There are people who think that this church of SMV should have no re-development scheme. Isn’t it enough just to hold the occasional service? Isn’t that what churches are for? Worship? Be content with what you’ve got. But maybe God wants change; wants us to reach out; wants us to be a broader based institution, relating to a changing culture. To adapt to being the Body of Christ in a new environment. Behold I create all things new. 

God, Christ, us – we are co-creators.

And of course we do this through the creative arts as well. Today we have a new choir. Tonight some new music written by Jonathan Williams – who’s always writing new music and adapting music to new circumstances. He goes to Abbey Road and conducts some of London’s top musicians in recordings for computer games. That’s creative. It’s creative to perform and interpret what other people have written. Creativity is not just originality. In one sense there’s nothing original in having a baby. Millions do it every day. Yet new life still strikes us as the most poignantly creative thing we are engaged in and we wonder at the miracle of the constant renewal of life. 

But creativity can also be divisive – that’s why tension is a word so often associated with it. Creative tension. New art movements can offend – Picasso with cubism or Tracey Emin with conceptualism in art; Schoenberg or Stockhausen with atonal music. They offend because they break moulds, they see new ways of doing things. Life on earth is made possible by the immensely destructive physical forces that have forged an inhabitable plant. And Christians too often forget that at the heart of their faith is a political and moral clash that ended in the Passion of Christ and the crucifixion – creative tension. 

I have so often quoted the remark of Dean Inge, Dean of St Paul’s in the earlier part of the twentieth century: I hear people complain of empty churches, but I can think of many churches that would be emptier if the gospel were actually preached in them. He meant of course that the gospel message is challenging and difficult; that discipleship is costly and generally rather unconventional. 

But I must beware of suggesting that Christianity should be all abrasive, volcanic, uncomfortable creativity. That is sometimes the nature of the process, but the resolution of dissonance is harmony, and the resolution of crucifixion is resurrection. Hopefully we find in the process the peace of God that passes all understanding or as Jesus says ‘ My peace I give you, not as the world gives give I unto you.’ Ie There’s a quality of life that transcends the superficial values of lifestyle magazines - social relations, consumption, entertainment, and dress – and it can’t usually be bought of the shelf. 

I started with a split in the primitive church

Then creative ways to heals that rift

Then creativity in general

But my main point – we are co-creators with God

